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Restoration challenges traditional approaches 
to conservation and management
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Preservation
• Land sparing

Sustainable use
• Land sharing

  Restoration
• “Land settling”

All of these approaches have evolved in science-policy interfaces



What  is an 
ideal 
science-policy 
interface?

Who is involved?

What is sought?

How ?

Two examples:
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The Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES)

Strengthens knowledge 
foundations for better policy 

through science, for the 
conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity, long-term 

human wellbeing and 
sustainable development







IPBES consolidates scientific evidence at the 
request of governments 



Science-policy work is needed at all levels 



The assment of the systemic challenge of land 
degration and a need for restoration started in 2015 

• Avoiding, reducing and 
reversing land degradation

• Rehabilitating and 
restoring degraded land

• Agricultural, forest, 
agroforestry, savannah and 
dryland ecosystems 

6th Plenary  Medellín, Colombia, 18-24 March 2018



Land degradation is pervasive and systemic



• Land degradation is a pervasive, systemic phenomenon

• Without urgent action land degradation will worsen

• Fragmented institutional, policy and governance responses

• Change is needed now

• Building on existing multilateral environmental agreements

• Making relevant, credible and accessible information available

• Coordinating policy agendas 

• Eliminating perverse incentives

• Integrating agricultural, forest, energy, water and infrastructure 

• Reducing environmental impacts of urbanization

Key messages include
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The Finnish Environment 
Institute, Syke

Syke supports the building 
of a sustainable society 

with research, information 
and services. 
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Syke builds hope through research
High-quality 

data and 
analyses

Collaboration 
and knowledge 
co-generation

Solutions for 
system-level 

changes

Our knowledge 
value chain is a 
learning spiral



15

Science can meet policy at different points

Assessing 
impacts

Assessing 
challenges & 
alternatives

Monitoring 
impactsNegotiating 

emphases 

Operationalizing 
into practice

Identifying 
problems

Policy 
implementation

Policy 
implementation

Science-policy work 
needs to work with the 

systems that it 
addressesPolicy design

Policy evaluation
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Science-policy at multiple levels should be 
predictable, yet adaptive
• Cyclical, cumulative

• Active brokering and boundary work

• Predictable and transparent frameworks, 
platforms, methods

• Windows of opportunity and ad hoc

• Always human interaction, ideally systemic
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Thank you and congratulations to 
Alternet!

Eeva Primmer, Finnish Environment Institute, IPBES

https://www.syke.fi/en-USEeeva.primmer@syke.fi EevaPrimmer Eeva Primmer


