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▪ SER contributes to bridging the gap between science and policy/practice for ER.

▪ International network of practitioners, researchers, indigenous people, non-

governmental organization representatives, consultants, land managers and 

governmental agency staff who work in the field of ecological restoration. 

▪ With more than 4,500 members in 100 countries, SER is well-respected as the primary 

global entity regarding restoration issues.

▪ SER members study and practice restoration in almost all ecosystem types – from 

prairies, savannas, and forests to tidal estuaries, freshwater wetlands, and coral reefs. 



SERE members 12/2022 (475) Network of networks

SER EUROPE, GROWING WITH SOCIETY



❖ Communication and dissemination. Organization of events. 

Social and mass media. DISSEMINATE RESULTS

❖ Governance, stakeholder and citizenship engagement and 

empowerment. Education and training. EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING MATERIALS, EVENTS

❖ Policy design, implementation and evaluation for large scale and 

local habitat restoration. ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

❖ Design, implementation, and training in quality standards for 

habitat-type restoration activities. STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC 

SECTORS (e.g., Agriculture), CERTIFICATION SCHEMES

❖ Foster progress in evaluation and monitoring of restoration 

projects. INDICATORS, MONITORING PROTOCOLS

❖ Appointment of experts in Ecological Restoration to participate in 

project assessment, consultancy, etc. COLLATE, ANALYZE, 

SYNTHESIZE KNOWLEDGE

WHAT SERE DOES



• Mediterranean Forest Restoration Certification Pilot (2021-2023). 
Foundation Audemars-Watkins

• YOUNG#ER Opportunities (2022). SERE

• #500EERs Membership Campaign (2022) + New Organisational members 
Campaign 2023. SER

• WoodMeadows (2022-2025). LIFE program LIFE20 NAT/EE/000074

• TRAIN#ER–TRAIniNg needs in Ecological Restoration (2022-2023). 
Erasmus+ Program

• ALFAWETLANDS (2022-2026). Horizon Europe CL5 Climate, energy and 
mobility

• CLIMAREST (2023-2025). Horizon Europe. Atlantic & Arctic basin 
lighthouse - restoration of marine & coastal ecosystems and increased 
climate resilience…

• Biodiver'Cité et Résilience (2023-2027). LIFE Program

WHAT SERE DOES



- Survey with 333 respondents from 25 countries.

- 5 Focus Groups (Czechia, Germany, Spain, Norway, Europe wide), 54 
participants from public, private, research and third sector.

● Need for specialized ER education programs (+73% respondents).

● Case studies, planning and restoration methods and sector-specific 
measures are most demanded in ER training.

● Demonstration sites specifically for ER training proposed in each 
TRAIN#ER country.

● Potential of existing platforms and networks (e.g., SER Resource 
Platform, Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation Systems, AKIS) to 
integrate ER in agroecosystems.

● Urgent need for qualified secondary school and VET teachers and 
innovative educational materials to support their work.

Barriers to acquiring new knowledge on ER

All TRAIN#ER results and documents: 
https://chapter.ser.org/europe/trainer/

TRAINING NEEDS FOR ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION

https://chapter.ser.org/europe/trainer/


ADOPTION OF STANDARDS 
AND CERTIFICATION 
SCHEMES FOR THE PRACTICE 
OF ECOLOGICAL 
RESTORATION IS ESSENTIAL 
TO RESPOND TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CHALLENGES AND 
GUARANTEE THE QUALITY 
OF THE ACTIONS AT 
MULTIPLE SCALES

https://www.fao.org/in-action/forest-landscape-restoration-
mechanism/news-and-events/news-detail/en/c/1607887/

QUALITY– STANDARDS/CERTIFICATION
Documented agreements containing … criteria to be used consistently as rules, guidelines or definitions, to 

ensure that … processes and services are fit for purpose (From ISO)

GOOD PRACTICE

GOOD PRACTICE

GOOD PRACTICE

SoP CERTIFICATION SCHEME



EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES



https://chapter.ser.org/europe/declaration-on-eu-nature-restoration-law-2022/

POLICY DESIGN, IMPLEMENTATION, EVALUATION 

51 organizations, 12 networks support the Declaration 2022



GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CRISIS

• CLIMATE

• BIODIVERSITY

• DESERTIFICATION

HUMAN HEALTH, 
DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION, HUMAN 
WELLBEING

EXTENT OF ANTHROPOSPHERE DEGRADATION



RESTORATI0N AT CURRENT 
RATES WOULD COVER 
2%, 4%, 6% 
OF DEGRADED ANNEX I 
HABITATS IN 2030, 2040, 
2050

EFTEC et al., (2017) Technical support in relation to the promotion of ecosystem restoration in the context of 

the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020. Available at: 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/pdf/promotion_of_ecosystem_restoration_in_the_context_of_the_E

U_biodiversity_strategy_report%20.zip 

CURRENT EFFORTS UNCERTAIN, INSUFFICIENT



SECONDARY FORESTS 
LINKED TO

• MASSIVE DIEBACK

• WILDFIRES

SUSTAINABILITY OF 
CAP FOREST?

ER NOT COORDINATED WITH EU POLICIES

MMA (2005). Anuario de Estadística Forestal

FOREST PLANTATIONS SPAIN 1940-2005

YEAR

4.6 Mha 0.7 Mha



RESTORATION AND 
MAINTENANCE COSTS
140 B€ UNDER SCENARIO OF 
30-60-100% TARGETS FOR 
2030-2040-2050 FOR HD 
ANNEX I

COSTS MARINE AND URBAN 
ECOSYSTEMS+POLLINATORS 
NOT INCLUDED

ESTIMATED 14 B€ ANNUAL 
BIODIVERSITY SPENDING 
UNDER THE MFF (2021-2027) 
COULD COVER ANNUAL 
TOTAL COSTS OF 
RESTORATION OF 6-8 B€

BECAUSE ER IS AN INVESTMENT



BARRIERS FOR ER IN EUROPE

Cortina-Segarra et al. (2020). Rest. Ecol. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/rec.13346

MAST BARRIERS RELATED TO 
SOCIAL ASPECTS, POLITICAL 
COMMITMENT, FUNDING

ONLY THE 12TH REFERS TO 
ECOLOGICAL FACTORS



SERE IN SUPPORT OF AN AMBITIOUS EUROPEAN NRL

• Scientific and technical support to the legislative process.

• Support to the European Parliament and national contact points.

• Monitoring the process through the EU Biodiversity Platform (DG ENV) and seminars of Nature Directors
European Presidency (Strasbourg, 24.2.22; Prague, 30.9.22).

• Awareness raising and Training for practitioners (e.g., Erasmus+ TRAIN#ER). 

• Developing standards of practice and certification schemes.

• 2023 SER Partnership Fund Project “SERE4NRL: Advocacy for the European Union Nature Restoration Law – A 
model for Global Restoration Policy”.



SUPPORT TO NATIONAL RESTORATION PLANS

GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR ER IN SPAIN

NATIONAL STRATEGY GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE, CONNECTIVITY AND ER
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R2D – Responses to Desertification (CIPROM/2021/001)

JORDI CORTINA-SEGARRA jordi@ua.es @RestEcol_UA

Mediterranean Forest Restoration Certification Pilot
Foundation Audemars Watkins

mailto:jordi@ua.es
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