
Gilles Doignon (European Commission) 
Transformative change for biodiversity: so what? Perspectives for 
research and policy in a changing world 
 
Gilles Doignon is a marine zoologist from Belgium. After his research career on 
symbioses, he worked on fisheries, aquaculture and freshwater issues at the 
Walloon Region and Oceana, then became the first global seafood leader for 
WWF. He joined the European Commission in 2008. He spent 10 years at DG 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries and was the communication coordinator for the 4th 
Our Ocean conference hosted by the EU. He joined DG Environment in 2018 
and was the coordinator of the Global Coalition "United for Biodiversity" ahead of 
COP15. In April 2022, he was appointed Team Leader biodiversity and 
nature-based solutions at DG Research and Innovation. He is also EU negotiator 
at the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services (IPBES) and the Convention on Biological Diversity 
 


