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Why Ocean Health?
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Human-ocean system

Franke, Blenckner, Duarte et al. (2020) One Earth



UN Ocean Decade

The Ocean Decade aims to

“… generate and use knowledge for the 

transformational action needed to 

achieve a healthy, safe and resilient 

ocean for sustainable development …”



UN SDG 14

…sustainably manage and protect 

marine and coastal ecosystems (…) 

and take action for their restoration 

in order to achieve healthy and 

productive oceans…

“

”



Ocean Health
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Organism health

Ecosystem health Human health



Healthy Oceans are…

RESILIENT

PRODUCTIVE

DIVERSE

© Atul Kumar Yadav



7-Step Ocean Health Management Framework

I. Indicator-based empirical measurements

II. Normative values & goals

III. Diagnostic tools and communication 

IV. Ocean health assessment                                                          

V. Ecosystem-based management strategies 

VI. Governance strategies 

VII.Continuous adaptation

Operationalizing Ocean Health

Franke, Blenckner, Duarte et al. (2020) One Earth 



Operationalizing Ocean Health

Franke, Blenckner, Duarte et al. (2020) One Earth 

INTEGRATION

HOLISTIC 
UNDERSTANDING

SUSTAINABLE
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Transdisciplinary framework

Franke, Blenckner, Duarte et al. (2020) One Earth



Marine real-world labs

Wanner et al. 2018 
Franke, Peters et al., accepted, People & Nature



Ocean Decade Mission

Transformative ocean science solutions for sustainable development, 
connecting people and our ocean

© UN Ocean Decade
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