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Uncertain outcome of Council vote scheduled for 17 June 2024

European Commission

Legislative proposal

Nature restoration law: just short of needed support

Co-decision o

European Parliament Council of the EU

65%
threshold

0

National support by % of EU population (by country)
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Main bottlenecks (33)
(lack of ecol. knowledge not in the top 10)

RESTORATION o
ECOLOGY SER)::s

The Journal of the Society for Ecological Restoration

RESEARCH ARTICLE (3 Full Access

Barriers to ecological restoration in Europe: expert perspectives

J. Cortina-Segarray, |. Garcia-Sanchez, M. Grace i, P. Andrésy%, S. Bakeryx, C. Bullock», K. Decleer
%, L.V.Dicksi, J.L. Fisher g, J. Frouz»%, A. Klimkowska, A.P. Kyriazopoulos ... See all authors

First published: 12 January 2021 | https://doi.org/10.1111/rec.13346 |

1 Insufficient funding Financial
2 Conflicting interests of different stakeholders Social-cultural
3 Low political priority for restoration Policy and governance
4 Lack of integrated land use planning Legal and ownership
) Difficulty in obtaining legal or property rights over the area to implement restoration Legal and ownership
6 Harmful subsidies favoring degradation Financial
14 Lack of collaboration between different stakeholders Social-cultural

Management planning,
8 Lack of evaluation, monitoring and documentation implementation

9 Lack of appropriate compensation and financial returns on restoration Financial

Lack of coordination between decision-makers in different domains and administrative
10 departments Policy and governance

11 Complexity of the legal framework Legal and ownership
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1 Insufficient funding Financial
2 Conflicting interests of different stakeholders Social-cultural
3 Low political priority for restoration Policy and governance
4  Lack of integrated land use planning Legal and ownership
5 Difficulty in obtaining legal or property rights over the area to implement restoration Legal and ownership
6 Harmful subsidies favouring degradation Financial
7 Lack of collaboration between different stakeholders Social-cultural
8 Lack of evaluation, monitoring and documentation Management planning, implementation
9 Lack of appropriate compensation and financial returns on restoration Financial
10 Lack of coordination between decision-makers in different domains and administrative departments Policy and governance
11 Complexity of the legal framework Legal and ownership
12 Unsuitable policies and lack of enabling policy instruments Policy and governance
13 High level and rate of degradation Environmental
14 Inadequate implementation of current policies Policy and governance
15 The timing of restoration projects does not correspond to ecological and social timescales Management planning, implementation
16 Lack of understanding and collaboration across different aspects of restoration, e.g., ecology, engineering, social sciences, etc. .
17 Constraints due to biotic challenges e.g. concerning species dispersal rates, interspecific interactions, etc. Environmental
18 Lack of effective knowledge exchange Social-cultural
19 Lack of motivation in decision-makers to incorporate innovation Management planning, implementation
20 Lack of prior evaluation, assessment and design Management planning, implementation
21 Lack of societal awareness and engagement Social-cultural
22 Lack of involvement of the private sector Management planning, implementation
23 Lack of relevant ecological knowledge and experience Management planning, implementation
24 Perceived complexity of implementing restoration Legal and ownership
25 Constraints due to abiotic characteristics of the area, e.g. climate, topography, water availability Environmental
26 Unrealistic or unclear project goals Management planning, implementation
27 Lack of standards against which progress can be measured Management planning, implementation
28 Lack of quality plant material (including lack of suitable species and genotypes) Environmental
29 Lack of skilled professionals to perform restoration Management planning, implementation
30 Lack of knowledge about soils Management planning, implementation
31 Conflicts between restoration goals, e.g. biodiversity, climate change mitigation, nutrient retention Environmental
32 Lack of sense of identity, attachment to the landscape Social-cultural

33 Lack of suitable technology Management planning, implementation
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Some main working points for the scientific community
1. More effective Science Communication

FINANCIAL TIMES €9 Group ©

VS COMPANIES TICH MARCETS CLUMATE OFMMNON WORK L CARIINRS LIFTLARTS HNTR

The EPP Group wants to protect bicdiversity, but the current proposals

M AR e e Commission initiatives against the need
Make sense of it all. We want to postpone new laws that make food more expensive or for food security in Europe

Become an FT subscriber. Pay annually and save 20

endanger réenewabie energ)y!

Errvwronment 4+ Add o T

EU law to restore nature stokes debate that jobs
will ‘go to China’

Rewillding rules will affect wind farm investment, food production and housing. say
opponents

A i () =
BT ——— et " _

== T —

“EPP CGroup will not
support laws that
endanger renewable
energy or food security
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Some main working points
1. More effective Science Communication

News Norld

m _ Communities My dashboard The EPP Group is wrong. The EU's nature
restoration law won't lead to a'global famine'

Published July 9, 2023 | Version Full Version 9.7.2023 (preprint) Preprint m

Scientists support the EU's Green Deal and reject the unjustified argumentation against
the Sustainable Use Regulation and the Nature Restoration Law

Guy Pe'er’ (&); Jana Kachler? (2); Irina Herzon® (); Daniel Hering* {&); Anni Arponen® (&); Laura Bosco® (&); Helge Bruelheide® (®;

. . . : . £ Ey Olivier Da Sch . Co-Chair, and Emile Frison, Panel F) . IPES-
Martin Friedrichs-Manthey’ (&); Gregor Hagedorn® (): Bernd Hansjiirgens® ®; Emma Ladouceur’™ (); Sebastian Lakner (®; i e
Camino Liquete'? (2); Martin Quaas™ (&); Marine Robuchon'? {&); Deli Saavedra™ (©); Nuria Selva™ (&); Josef Settele '® (2); 08 iy d1prassad b sk oue ol the almhacand doinok apriaai b any iy
Clélia Sirami 7@ ; Nicole M. van Dam @ 2); Heidi Wittmer19 ); E.R. Jasper WUb820 2; Aletta Bonn21 Show affiliations It's time politicians abandon these cynical games and tackle the challenges

we are facing seriously, Olivier De Schutter and Emile Frison write.

Before walking out of the negotiations on the Nature Restoration Law last week, the LPP
:arlfamentary group sharad a rather dramatic list of proclems with the Curopean
The scientific community is deeply concerned about the ongoing discussions on the EU’s Green Deal. Of particular concern are the current criticisms targeting the Sustainable S

. . o 5 o s . s In a series of tweets in the group’s sacial media feeg, it was claimead that the proposed
Use Regulation (SUR) and Nature Restoration Law (NRL). We urge policy makers to continue the legislative procedure for the SUR and the NRL, and invite opponents of the G O e s oo pCEA el “erieiy A gLl Taria®

Green Deal fOF a Consultatlon W|th SC'ent'StS As the European Parliament prepares to vole on the lew on Thursday, we need a rezlity

check — and an end to scaremongering arounc NRL and the EU's Farm2Fork strategy.
The call was led by 23 scientists and signed by 6000 scientists across EU Member States and 30 additional countries. Orowing more food is not the solution 10 rising hunger

The reality today is that the world already produces more than encugh food to feed &
growing population, according te UN dzta.

N Otes Indeed for the past two decades, the rate of global food production has increased faster
than the rate of papulation growth

This open letter is accompanied by signatures from 6000 scientists. The document has been adjusted and elaborated in response to comments on the initial versions of
7.6.2023, and two new claims and counter-claims, as well as introduction and discussion, were added.

https://zenodo.ora/records/8128624
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Main working points

1. More effective Science Communication

National votes on the NRL

&

b ,.\_’_{(
=
™

@ support @ Oppose @ Abstain

@ support @ Oppose @ Abstain
Source: European Council voting record - updated to include subsequent position changes Visual: Esther Snippe

Source: European Council voting record - updated to include subsequent position changes

Visual: Esther Snippe
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Main working points ENDS

Home News & Analysis v Interviews Policy Development Tracker Morey Search Q

Conservatives demand withdrawal of nature

1. More effective Science Communication restoration law

The conservative EPP group has called on the EU executive to withdraw the Nature Restoration Regulation after two
associated committees in the European Parliament voted against the proposal.

by Christian Ernhede

7 X * - 2 | 9 ..". ..,‘:. . — - 3 - S - ’: 5 . T .' : FROM PRO
":‘- o "x T NP g - - ).~ . » ;
| L3 ' ~ = Belgian PM wants to hit ‘pause’ on nature
‘ol : restoration rules

The Commission wants to boost eftorts against biodiversity loss. But that's dividing Belgium along familiar
lines.

Belgium'’s Prime Minister Alexander De Croo called for focusing on climate change rather than pushing new green legislation | Pooled photo by Hannah Mckay/Getty Images
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Main working points
1. More effective Science Communication

== =varae—y

Wy e e meh e . F—E =

.The,. : .The,.
Guardian Guardian
[ ] ] ) - « { Lifesty X " Cult Lifesty "
Weakening of other environmental e e = = e T T
temiag EU to delay new green rule in bid to il ‘Symbaol of polarisation’: EU scraps plans
appease protesting farmers - oo to halve use of pesticides ) St

legislation at EU-level: R

- Delay of measure to set aside 4% of
agricultural land for biodiversity

CO V2@
1 | !ii: sif 1M
I; |

- Removal of Pesticide regulation proposal

plattgs W Besseen IV Saes Sal e Bl Oumes Ve I Py bmmee ¢

euronews.

- Proposal to revise part of the Common ,
Agricultural Policy (less control, less S FAS AR IR e e (e
conditionality, more exceptions)

Map: farmers protests lead to concessions almost everywhere

TR progurssin windd revhate Qoves wrmeiial (ortrod am EL farmed s arvl gve
Thorm More Apace %0 adapt 1O emvronmmental -telatod wwe
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Main working points
1. More effective Science Communication

Published June 5, 2024 | Version V2.1 (05.06.2024) m

Expression of Concern by Scientific associations: Rollback of EU environmental
legislation and policies jeopardises the future of EU citizens (V2)

Qnservation Biology - Europe Region ROR; Scientists for Future & ; Society for Ecological Restoration - Europe 288

fO - Gesellschaft fir Okologie #&; European Ecological Federation (EEF) 28 ;
ands Ecological Research Network (NERN) 2&; EuropeForNature initiative &8s ;
Ecosystem Services Partnership (ESP) — European region 2&; Society of Wetland Scientists (SWS) 28 ;

The International Mire Conservation Group (IMCG) 2&; Austrian Mycological Society 2&s;

Austrian Biodiversity Council of the Austrian Biodiversity Network 2&; Hungarian Ecological Society 2&; Czech Society for Ecology 2&s;
Spanish Association for Terrestrial Ecology 2&&; Society for Tropical Ecology #&; Austrian Zoological-Botanical Society 2&s;

Oikos Finland 222

https://zenodo.orag/records/11493585



https://zenodo.org/records/11493585

SLIDE NUMBER | ALTERNET DAY - 12 JUNE, 2024 - HELSINKI, FINLAND R ’

Main working points
1. More effective Science Communication

engage communication experts

more face-to-face talks with politicians?
more scientists active at the political level?
more scientists in the news, talk shows, etc.
media training

policy training
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Main working points
2. Better Conflict management and Stakeholder participation

Best practice guidance needed ~ social scientists
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Main working points
3. More guidance for transformative change

life cycle analyses of current (unsustainable) practices
identify enabling factors

identify alternative socio-economic models

payment for ecosystem services (7)

demonstration projects with local ambassadors

one health approach
fade out harmful subsidies

~ economic & social scientists, legal experts, health experts



Main working points
4. Integrated planning

ttttttttt
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Main working points
5. Optimized knowledge sharing

SOCIETY FOR
E R ECOLOGICAL
RESTORATION

INTERNATIONAL PRINCIPLES
AND STANDARDS FOR THE

STANDARDS OF PRACTICE PRACTICE OF ECOLOGICAL
TO GUIDE ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION -
RESTORATION SECOND EDITION: November 2016

A contribution to the United Nations Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030 George D. Gann, Tein McDonald, Bethanie Walder, James Aronson, Cara R. Nelson, Justin

Jonson, James G. Hallett, Cristina Eisenberg, Manuel R. Guariguata, Junguo Liu, Fangyuan
Hua, Cristian Echeverria, Emily Gonzales, Nancy Shaw, Kris Decleer, and Kingsley W. Dixon

. "
UN® &N
il S - ' S _

https://www.ser.org/resource/resmgr/docs/Standards of practice to gui.pdf https://www.ser.org/resource/resmgr/publications/ser_international standards_.pdf



https://www.ser.org/resource/resmgr/docs/Standards_of_practice_to_gui.pdf
https://www.ser.org/resource/resmgr/publications/ser_international_standards_.pdf

SLIDE NUMBER | ALTERNET DAY - 12 JUNE, 2024 - HELSINKI, FINLAND R i
9
0

Main working points
5. Optimized knowledge sharing

MONITORING AND BROAD
EVALUATION ENGAGEMENT PLANNING

‘standards of practice’ o O

ADAPTIVE &

barrier-informed guidance E N MANAGEMENT 4R
use language for practitioners L MaukoEMENT, o
synthesised information Gy

regular updates o e o e 1 i s 2

subcomponents that apply throughout

(] (] ] ]
a tt ra Ct I Ve ra I l I CS V I S u a I e d u Ca t I O l l Notes: Although presented in a sequential order, the restoration process in not linear, and subcomponents within different
, components may be conducted simultaneously or in a different order than presented in the Standards of practice.

Furthermore, practices associated with broad engagement, information shar ing (information mana gement an d recor d-

keeping; and communication and reporting) and adaptive management should be implemented throughout the restoration

e- | earn N g p | atfo rms i e
guidance cost-benefits
guidance trade-offs & synergies: e.g. climate vs. biodiversity




Main working points
5. Optimized knowledge sharing

What we need:
European Knowledge Network hub

Thematic expert teams
- Forests

- Wetlands

- Grasslands

- Heathlands

- Rivers

- Coastal
European Y,

coordination - . Agriculture

\
platform - Forestry
- Urban
- Post-mining

-  Polinators
- Species groups

+ Financial support service
+ Stakeholder participation (Biodiversity platform)

SLIDE NUMBER | ALTERNET DAY - 12 JUNE, 2024 - HELSINKI, FINLAND

- Regular thematic workshops and symposia with
national experts
= Development of standards of good practice
= Share advances in knowledge & knowledge gaps
= Demonstration projects (certification?)
- European Conferences on restoration where science,

practice and policy meet (SERE)

Training

- ‘Train the trainers’ program (SERE, Biogeographical
process)

-  Documentation Platform & search engine (BISE, WISE)

Monitoring and reporting (EEA & ETC)

Research (Bioagora, Biodiversa+, Horizon)

- Defining the research agenda

= Science Service

- Support tools (Europabon, Eionet a.0.): e.g. spatial
information on land use, socio-economic benefits,
climate change, presence of red listed species etc.
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Main working points
5. Optimized knowledge sharing

“
I 1~—-pu . e
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s Lounch of the knowledge hub to
support nature restoration

| - - .
#GenerationRestoration

» - ’
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Main working points
5. Optimized knowledge sharing

What we need:

National Knowledge Network hubs

National secretariat

(coordination) —

Thematic expert teams
- Forests

- Wetlands

- Grasslands

- Heathlands

- Rivers

- Coastal

- Marine

- Agriculture
-  Forestry

- Urban

- Post-mining
- Polinators
- Species groups

/N

Science-based support for National Restoration Plan:
- Priority areas for restoration

- Favourable Reference area

- Ecological network (30%-10% objective)

- Cross-ecosystem coordination (landscape approach)
- Priority Research actions

Science-based support for Site Restoration Plan:

- What is ‘good condition’ (soil, hydrology, typical
species, connectivity etc.)

- What are cost-effective measures?

- Support for site assessments, studies and follow-up

Training of site managers (novice and advanced):

- Field trips

- Workshops & Symposia

- Documentation Platform with best practice guidance

+ Financial support programs
+ Stakeholder participation platform

Monitoring and reporting

- Data base restoration sites & actions

- Coordination monitoring actions & data

- Reporting (thematic + national reporting)

- Socio-economic benefits




Thank you!

Kris Decleer, Research Institute for Nature and Forest

RESEARCH INSTITUTE
NATURE AND FOREST

g Kris.Decleer@inbo.be
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