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Uncertain outcome of Council vote scheduled for 17 June 2024
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Main bottlenecks (33) 
(lack of ecol. knowledge not in the top 10)
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1 Insufficient funding Financial

2 Conflicting interests of different stakeholders Social-cultural

3 Low political priority for restoration Policy and governance

4 Lack of integrated land use planning Legal and ownership

5 Difficulty in obtaining legal or property rights over the area to implement restoration Legal and ownership

6 Harmful subsidies favoring degradation Financial

7 Lack of collaboration between different stakeholders Social-cultural

8 Lack of evaluation, monitoring and documentation
Management planning, 

implementation

9 Lack of appropriate compensation and financial returns on restoration Financial

10
Lack of coordination between decision-makers in different domains and administrative 
departments Policy and governance

11 Complexity of the legal framework Legal and ownership
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1 Insufficient funding Financial

2 Conflicting interests of different stakeholders Social-cultural

3 Low political priority for restoration Policy and governance

4 Lack of integrated land use planning Legal and ownership

5 Difficulty in obtaining legal or property rights over the area to implement restoration Legal and ownership

6 Harmful subsidies favouring degradation Financial

7 Lack of collaboration between different stakeholders Social-cultural

8 Lack of evaluation, monitoring and documentation Management planning, implementation

9 Lack of appropriate compensation and financial returns on restoration Financial

10 Lack of coordination between decision-makers in different domains and administrative departments Policy and governance

11 Complexity of the legal framework Legal and ownership

12 Unsuitable policies and lack of enabling policy instruments Policy and governance

13 High level and rate of degradation Environmental

14 Inadequate implementation of current policies Policy and governance

15 The timing of restoration projects does not correspond to ecological and social timescales Management planning, implementation

16 Lack of understanding and collaboration across different aspects of restoration, e.g., ecology, engineering, social sciences, etc. Social-cultural

17 Constraints due to biotic challenges e.g. concerning species dispersal rates, interspecific interactions, etc. Environmental

18 Lack of effective knowledge exchange Social-cultural

19 Lack of motivation in decision-makers to incorporate innovation Management planning, implementation

20 Lack of prior evaluation, assessment and design Management planning, implementation

21 Lack of societal awareness and engagement Social-cultural

22 Lack of involvement of the private sector Management planning, implementation

23 Lack of relevant ecological knowledge and experience Management planning, implementation

24 Perceived complexity of implementing restoration Legal and ownership

25 Constraints due to abiotic characteristics of the area, e.g. climate, topography, water availability Environmental

26 Unrealistic or unclear project goals Management planning, implementation

27 Lack of standards against which progress can be measured Management planning, implementation

28 Lack of quality plant material (including lack of suitable species and genotypes) Environmental

29 Lack of skilled professionals to perform restoration Management planning, implementation

30 Lack of knowledge about soils Management planning, implementation

31 Conflicts between restoration goals, e.g. biodiversity, climate change mitigation, nutrient retention Environmental

32 Lack of sense of identity, attachment to the landscape Social-cultural

33 Lack of suitable technology Management planning, implementation



Some main working points for the scientific community 
1. More effective Science Communication
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National votes on the NRL
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Weakening of other environmental 
legislation at EU-level:

• Delay of measure to set aside 4% of 
agricultural land for biodiversity

• Removal of Pesticide regulation proposal

• Proposal to revise part of the Common 
Agricultural Policy (less control, less 
conditionality, more exceptions) 



Main working points
1. More effective Science Communication
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Main working points
1. More effective Science Communication
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�  engage communication experts
�  more face-to-face talks with politicians?
�  more scientists active at the political level?
�  more scientists in the news, talk shows, etc.
�  media training
�  policy training
�  …



Main working points
2. Better Conflict management and Stakeholder participation
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🡺 Best practice guidance needed ~ social scientists



Main working points
3. More guidance for transformative change
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�  life cycle analyses of current (unsustainable) practices
�  identify enabling factors
�  identify alternative socio-economic models
�  payment for ecosystem services (?)
�  demonstration projects with local ambassadors
�  one health approach
�  fade out harmful subsidies
�  …

~ economic & social scientists, legal experts, health experts



Main working points
4. Integrated planning
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Water

Climate

Biodiversity

Spatial 
planning

Agriculture



Main working points
5. Optimized knowledge sharing
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�  ‘standards of practice’
�  barrier-informed guidance
�  use language for practitioners
�  synthesised information
�  regular updates
�  attractive graphics, visual education
�  e-learning platforms
�  guidance cost-benefits
�  guidance trade-offs & synergies: e.g. climate vs. biodiversity
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Thank you!

Kris Decleer, Research Institute for Nature and Forest

www.inbo.beKris.Decleer@inbo.be @KrisDecleer @Kris Decleer


